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"Your pretty face/'
"Do you think so? You look so distinguished. Some day I want you
to be like those big men in the Government. I am sure you will be."
"Hero-worshipper!"
"I don't care what you call me."
A long silence followed.
"They say you won't listen to any proposals to take you out of
your profession. I haven't even as much to offer you as that big
business executive who is supposed to be after you, but—"
"But what?"
"But all I have in me is yours."
Saionji removed her hand from her face.
In the month of October 1881, the Sat-cho politicians executed their
plot with precision. Their victory was decisive, as Ito had prophesied
to Saionji about three weeks earlier*
On the eleventh, Okuma was forced to relinquish his post as Senior
Councillor of State under their thrcat,~His promising followers, who
had occupied positions of secondary importance, also had to leave. On
the following day, the Emperor's edict proclaimed that the Imperial
Diet would be opened in 1890.
Political agitation against the Sat-cho men spread throughout the
country and penetrated all walks of life under the leadership of
Itagaki and later of Okuma, who had been the chief victim of the
October coup. Itagaki's Liberal Party was revived on October 29*
of the same year, and Okuma's Constitutional Imperialist Party was
born in March 2882,
Thirteen days after this memorable political change, on October
24th, Saionji was appointed associate councillor to a newly-created
Advisory Council headed by Ito, the chief function of which was to
prepare the constitution and the opening of the Diet according to the
late Imperial decree. Thus, Saionji was now irrevocably with the Sat-
cho party, which had originally brought him into the national lime-
light in 1868, and from which he had held aloof for more than ten
years.
This new contact with the Sat-cho paved the way for his eventual
rise to the highest political office in Nippon* But twelve years were to
pass before his name was again in the public mind. Not until the time
of the Sino-Nipponese War did he take up his Ant ministerial portfolio*

